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From The Lincoln-Douglas Debates (1858)

The most famous political campaign in
Amefitan history, the 1858 race for the
U.S. Senate between Senator Stephen A.
Douglas (a former Illinois judge) and
Abraham Lincoln was highlighted by
seven debates in which they discussed
the politics of slavery and contrasting
understandings of freedom.

DOUGLAS: Mr. Lincoln says that this govern-
ment cannot endure permanently in the
same condition in which it was made by its
framers—divided into free and slave states.
He says that it has existed for about seventy
years thus divided, and yet he tells you
that it cannot endure permanently on the
same principles and in the same relative
conditions in which our fathers made it....
One of the reserved rights of the states, was
the right to regulate the relations between
master and servant, on the slavery
question.

Now, my friends, if we will only act
conscientipusly upon this great principle
of popular sovereignty which guarantees
to each state and territory the right to do as
it pleases on all things local and domestic
instead of Congress interfering, we will
continue to be at peace one with another.

LINCOLN: Judge Douglas says, “Why can’t
this Union endure permanently, half slave
and half free?” “Why can’t we let it stand
as our fathers placed it?” That is the exact
difficulty between us. ... Isay when this
government was first established it was the
policy of its founders to prohibit the spread
of slavery into the new territories of the

United States, where it had not existed. But
Judge Douglas and his friends have broken
up that policy and placed it upon a new
basis by which it is to become national and
perpetual. AllThave asked or desired any-
where is that it should be placed back again
upon the basis that the founders of our gov-
grnment originally placed it—restricting it
from the new territories. ...

Judge Douglas assumes that we have no
interest in them—that we have noright to
interfere. . . . Do we not wish for an outlet
for our surplus population, if  may so
express myself? Do we not feel an'interest
in getting to that outlet with such institu-
tions as we would like to have prevail
there? Now irrespective of the moral aspect
of this question‘as to whether thereisa
right or wrong in enslaving a negro,l am
still in favor of our new territories being in
such a condition that white men may find
ahome. 1 am in favor of this not merely for
our own people, but as an outlet for free
white people everywhere, the world over—in
which Hans and Baptiste and Patrick, and
all other men from all the world, may find
new homes and better their conditions in
life.

poucLas: For one, I am opposed to negro
citizenship in any and every form. I believe
this government was made on the white
basis. I believe it was made by white men,
for the benefit of white men and their
posterity forever ... 1do not believe that
the Almighty made the negro capable of
self-government. I say to you, my fellow-
citizens, that in my opinion the signers of
the Declaration of Independence had no




reference to the negro whatever when they
declared alkmen to be created equal. They
desited to express by that phrase, white
men, men of European birth and Enropean
descent. .. when they spoke of the equaljty
of men.

LiNcoLn: T have no purpose to.introduce
political and social equality between the
white and the black races. There isa physi-
cal difference between the two, which in
my judgment will probably forever forbid
their living together upon the footinig
of perfect equality, and inasmuch as it
becomes anecessity that'there must be
a difference, Ias well as Judge Dotiglas,
am in favor of the race to which I belong,
having the superior position. . . But Lhold
thatnotwithstanding all this, there isno
reaspn im'the world why the negro is not
entitled to all the natural rights enumer-
ated in the Declaration of Independence,
the right to life, hberty, and the pursuit of”
happiness. I hold that he is as much entitled
to these as the white man. Tagree with
Judge Douglas he is not my equal in many
respects——certamly not in cblor, perhaps
notin morabor intellectual eidowment.
Butin theright to eat the bread, without
leave of anybody else, which his own hand
earns, he is my equal and the equal of Judge
Douglas, and the équdl of every living man.,

pouGLas: He tells you that Twill not
argue the question whetherslavery is right
or wrong. I tell you why I'will notdpit....
I hold that the people of the slaveliolding,
states ate civilized men as well as

Jnslavery., .

*

ourselves, thatthey bear consciences as
well as we, and that theyare’accountable to
Godand their posterity and not to.us. Itis
for them to decidetherefore the moral and
religious right of the slavery questidn for-
themselves within their own limits. ... He
says that he looks forward to a time when
slavery shall be abolished everywhere
Tlook forward to a time when. each state
shall be allowed to do as it pleases.
LINCOLN: I suppose that the real dif-
ference between Judge Douglas and his
friends, and the Republicans, is that the
Judge is not in favor of making any differ-

ence between stavery and liberty .. . and

consequently everysentiment he utters
discards the idea that there js'any wrong

. Thatis the real isspe-That is
the issue that will continue in this country
when these poor tongues of Judge Douglas
and myself shall be silent. It is the eternal
struggle between these two prinéiples—
right and wrong—throughout the world.

QUESTIONS

1. How do Lincoln anid Douglas differ on
what rights black Americans are.entitled to
enjoy?

2. Why does Lincoln believe the nation
cannot exist forever half slave’anid half free,
Whereas Douglas believes it can?

3. How*does each of the speakers balance’
thé right of each state to manage its ownr

.affairs against the right of every person to

be free?




